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Summa

Birzeit University has been developing learning objects for elementary education with the aim of
improving the quality of education, supporting the educational process, plus promoting life and
citizenship skills, and integrating them within the elementary curricula. The efforts by the
University are being carried out in partnership with teams from the Ministry of Education and with
the support of UNICEF. Some 280 learning objects have been developed for first and third grade
students. An experimental phase was launched in the first semester of the 2017/2018 academic

year on a sample of 22 schools before being gradually rolled out to other Palestinian schools.

This study explores the impact of learning objects on pupils’ life and citizenship skills, on the
practices of teachers and pupils within the educational process. It also seeks to explore the views

of teachers and pupils on the design and structure of the learning objects.

Several research tools were developed for this purpose, including questionnaires. One
questionnaire targeted 62 pupils of both sexes in both first and third elementary grades. The pupils

were selected by their teachers from thirteen schools in a variety of geographical areas.

Information about the practices of teachers and pupils, the impact of learning objects, and their
structure and design, was collected in another questionnaire designed for this purpose. The 55
teachers who took part in the experimental phase contributed their opinions about the experiment.
Additional information was gathered from all teachers and supervisors who took part in the
experimental phase via in-depth individual interviews, collective interviews with a sample of
teachers who participated in the application process, and collective interviews with a sample of

parents of pupils who were subjected to the learning objects.

The positive impact of the learning objects on the job performance of teachers was evident from
the study results. The performance of teachers was shown to be more professional and they used a
variety of educational strategies. The learning objects created “inquirer teachers’ who sought self-
development and worked to expand their knowledge. The learning objects also provided teachers

with greater opportunity to examine their experience, move beyond the traditional working
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framework, and to be transformed from traditional educators into facilitators in the educational
process. The objects promoted teacher self-confidence in their achievements and contributed to an
amicable atmosphere of cooperation between teachers and their pupils. In turn, this deepened

awareness of an integrated approach to education.

Learning objects had a positive effect on the practices of pupils. Teachers, parents, and school
principals can see this positive effect clearly when comparing children taught using the learning
objects with children taught in a traditional manner. The objects deepened and enriched the
knowledge of pupils and helped them to learn and advance their skills more rapidly. This reduced
learning problems and difficulties in some pupils, motivated pupils to learn, and created pupil
involvement and interaction with the educational process. The objects motivated pupils’ appetite
for discovery; they sought to interpret, discuss and analyze to a greater extent than previously. The
learning objects created a learning environment that improved the ability of pupils to integrate,
partner, and cooperate with each other. With the use of learning objects, education encouraged
pupils to express their opinions and feelings, respect others, and develop their self-confidence to a

significant extent.

Both the design and content of the learning objects were commended by everybody. The sequence,
cohesion and clarity of the objects procedures were praised as being clear, appropriate and
achievable. The resources used in the learning objects and their cognitive content were deemed
suitable and comprehensive for the age cohort, and the content was seen as a catalyst for thought
and contemplation. It was also notable that the design of the learning objects took the individual
differences of pupils into account. Reservations focused on the large number of learning objects,
which were deemed inappropriate for the semester period, and the need to reduce the condensed

content and activities of the objects.

The study results showed a positive curve in the impact of learning objects on life and citizenship
skills. However, there were slight differences in the results related to the specificity of each skill
and the requisites needed for its development. The results showed that 70% of our expectations

were achieved.

The development of skills that were repeatedly described as having higher indicators than others

were those of cooperation, empathy, respect for diversity, self-control, and self-competence.
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However, the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills remained restricted to

specific levels depending on the nature of the learning objects, despite indicators showing some

development.

Despite initial concerns expressed at the beginning of the process, the results in children prompted
satisfaction among parents, school principals, teachers, and supervisors about the experiment, the
level of development, the changes, and the noticeable positive impact on children’s practices, their
motivation to learn, and their development in cognitive and other skills. This has prompted calls

to continue the experiment and expand it to more grades and schools.
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